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Bookkeeping

Bookkeeping is the systematic recording of the financial transactions of your business and the person that is responsible for this type of data entry is known as a bookkeeper. A bookkeeper is not a fully qualified accountant and has bookkeeping specific experience or training. In general, a bookkeeper is concerned with making sure that the transactions of the business are properly recorded and prepared in a form ready for an accountant to take for looking at the more complex issues such as business tax liability.

Accountant

An accountant is someone who is qualified in accountancy. The accountant’s time is best used to analyze the financial data from the business by the bookkeeper. From the analysis of this data decisions can be made as to the direction the business needs to follow. The bookkeeper is therefore responsible for recording, reconciling and organizing business transactions. The accountant comes in after that to determine the direction and tax liability of the business based on the information organized by the bookkeeper.
Both are important

Both bookkeepers and accountants are very important to the business. Knowing the difference between them can assist in making sure you get the best information. It could also save your business thousands of dollars a year in fees as well as avoiding business disasters.

A CPA hourly rate may cost from $125 to &175, an accountant $75 to $100, a bookkeeper, $15 to $35, a certified bookkeeper $ 35 to $65.  These are estimates only.  Your average rate depends on what part of the country you are in and State laws. 
I am both a bookkeeper and an accountant, but I am not a CPA.  I have a BA and MA degrees in business administration and accounting.  I am also a Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor.  

I have thirty years of financial and general business experience, and I love doing this type of work.  
Harry Patterson
 Bookkeepers & More LLC
Membership: American Institute of Professional Bookkeepers, National Bookkeepers Assoc.

